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APA Annotated Bibliography in 1-2-3

1. APA Style Citation
	Element
	Your Article Information

	Author’s Last name and first initial
	

	Publication date
	

	Title of the article
	

	Title of the journal/magazine/newspaper
	

	Publication information: volume, issue, page numbers (if known)
	

	Retrieval information: stable url or DOI (if available) 
*not a permalink*
	



2. Summary & Evaluation of Content
What is this article about? Briefly describe any claims, research, findings, or conclusions.




The SIFT method asks you to slow down and evaluate each potential source to make sure it is credible and useful to your project. You can use this information in your annotation. Write a sentence or two addressing some of these points:
STOP: What is your first impression of the article? Are you familiar with the creator or website? How recently was it published? What other information do you need to find out before deciding if this article is one you want to use?


INVESTIGATE the source: Who is the author and/or publisher? Are they an expert on this topic? Do they appear to have bias or a conflict of interest? Who is the intended audience?


FIND trusted coverage: Is there a more recent or more trustworthy article discussing this claim? What do other sources say about the claims made by this article? Is there agreement/consensus, or is this claim open for debate? (Note – you don’t have to agree with the consensus, but it helps to know the landscape of the conversation).


TRACE claims, statistics, quotes, and media to their original context: Does this article cite other sources as evidence? Do those sources appear to be credible? Do they support the article’s claims? Is anything taken out of context or misrepresented?


3. Put it all together

Congratulations, you have everything you need to write your annotated citation! See Cook’s Guide to APA 7 for tips on formatting your references. 
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